Minutes

KPFA Program Council

Tuesday, February 24rd, 2004

6:00-8:00pm

Present: Miguel Molina, Robbie Osman, Stan Woods, Attila Nagy, Luis Medina, Nick Alexander, Steve Conley, Maria Gilardin

Late Arrivals: Kris Welch, Aileen Alfendary

Absent: Amelia Gonzalez, Raquel Aguirre, Rosalyn Fay, Susan Stone, Carol Spooner

Secretary: Mary Bishop

Meeting commenced at 6:20pm and William Walker acted as Chair.

I.                     Announcements

The newly elected Local Station Board will have its first meeting on Saturday.

There will be a pre-emption on Saturday from ~1:30 to 6pm for on-location coverage of the Immigrant Rights March and Rally in Los Angeles. 

Vini Beachem has been hired as Programming Coordinator. (There was some question about the composition of the Hiring Committee and whether it was representative of the various constituencies.)

Regarding the African Mental Liberation Week-end, Gus is negotiating with Dr. Pearson-Lynn by the request of Dan Coughlin. (There was discussion about whether Jim Bennett or Dan Coughlin have the authority to take this issue outside of the body of the Program Council.) 

Luis Medina left at 6:35pm to respond to a medical emergency.

II.                    Morning Show Change/ The Powers of the Program Council

The discussion proceeded as follows: We’ve been told that we are making bad decisions and that our decisions are going to be ruled against by management. This group is being ignored and has been rendered powerless. It is a real betrayal. We finally had process. What gives one person the right to undermine our work. We are here to serve. Why isn’t the community being respected? The Morning Show decision was strategically chosen because it was a small matter. How do we position ourselves for upcoming changes, such as web-broadcasting. We have a right and a responsibility to be asking hard questions. What’s happened is an outrage. Attending these meetings of Program Council is hypocrisy. We needed new procedures to protect the station, we have been trying to put them into place and they were undone in a minute. We are looking forward to a reaffirmation of our power as a decision making body. In the retreat of last fall, Jim Bennett committed to honor our decision. The minutes from the retreat should be reviewed to verify this. We went out to the community and they all wanted the change in morning programming to occur. The authority and value of this committee is not recognized, nor is that of the LSB. Where is the democracy we have all been fighting for? 

There was agreement that the Interim General Manager should attend all meetings of Program Council and that this body should choose its own Chair.  

There was a motion to accept the statement drafted by Robbie Osman, which was seconded.            7 in favor, 2 opposed        Motion carries.

The Secretary will retype the statement with accepted changes and distribute. 

III.                  African Mental Liberation Week-end

The last time that Dr. Pearson-Lynn was on the air on a Pacifica station, there was an FCC complaint. The material should be reviewed before airing anything. One proposal was to integrate a listener call-in segment so people could immediately respond to material that they did not agree with. There was a question about Dan Coughlin’s authority on this decision and about what exactly Gus Newport’s role would be. There was an agreement reached that the Program Council would like to view the FCC complaint. It was shared that the FCC turned down the complaint. The question was raised: “What is the problem with getting the tapes for review?” The Program Council should have been notified by Dan Coughlin before sending Gus Newport in to mediate. 

The following motion was proposed and honed through friendly amendments:

We, the Program Council of KPFA, request Dan Coughlin to provide us with information about the original FCC complaint regarding Dr. Pearson-Lynn and its conclusions. We further request that we be informed about what Gus Newport has been asked to do and why and that his actions be reported to us in a timely fashion, preferably by March 2nd so that we can have an informed discussion at our next meeting. If we do not hear back from you by then, one of our members will contact you.

7 in favor, 1 abstention           Motion carries.

IV.                   Immigrant Rights March and Rally 

A bi-lingual road crew is going down to Los Angeles. Jim Bennett has said he will send out a notice to the network but there was a request of the Program Council to hold him accountable to his pledge. KPFK will not be broadcasting the coverage because they are in a fund drive period. 

V.                    Election Day Pre-Emptions

There is going to be national coverage, as communicated by Verna Avery-Brown. The programmers will need to be notified that they are pre-empted. 

VI.                   Black History Month

Anita Johnson has been doing some good work in this month of February. Susan Stone was supposed to have put together some special programs to commemorate black history but it was unclear as to whether that happened or not. The idea was floated that a sub-committee of the Program Council be formed to keep an eye on the calendar and structure time-specific programming.

55th Anniversary Special

A committee was formed to collaborate with the LSB (Lavarn Williams is spearheading efforts there.) The anniversary is on Thursday, April 15th and different events and specials should be planned for that whole week. The sub-committee consists of: Attila Nagy, Steve Conley, Maria Gilardin and Kris Welch. 

Email agenda items to  HYPERLINK "mailto:william@kpfa.org" william@kpfa.org (Mary Bishop will be gone for the next two weeks.)

The meeting adjourned at 8:05pm.

Next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 2nd from 6-8pm.

